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GROUP 
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STORYBOARD PROJECTS 
 

Size 
 

Ɣ A standard tri-fold project board that 

unfolds to be approximately 36” H x 48” W. 
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NOTE: Storyboard content should match the age, grade level, and ability of the students presenting the 

project. Students do not have to bring or display the book during the competition. 
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DIGITAL MEDIA PROJECTS 
 

In a continued effort to bring technology to the classroom, the Reading Fair will feature digital 

presentations. Only Divisions E, F, H, I, K, and L can present Digital Media Projects. 

 

Ɣ Students can create digital presentations using PowerPoint, Google Slide, or presentation 

format of their choice. 

Ɣ Students must provide own iPad or laptop computer. Device should be charged and 

cannot be plugged in during judging. 

Ɣ Maximum time limit: 3 minutes. 

Ɣ Any materials that are deemed copyrighted - book covers or Internet images must give 

credit to the creator or source. 

Ɣ Project is to be written in the student’s own words and information has not be directly 

copied or plagiarized from any source.  

Ɣ Digital Project must contain the same elements as the Storyboard Project. 
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READING FAIR DISTRICT TIMELINE 
The District will follow COVID-19 Restrictions and Guidelines for large groups and meetings. 

 

ONLY the first-place winner of each division at each school will advance to 

the district level. Winners are NOT based on grade levels. 

 

Level 1 - School Reading Fair: October 1, 2021 – October 29, 2021  

 

Level 2 - District Reading Fair(s):  

Elementary - November 18, 2021 

Middle/High School – November 19, 2021 

Location: Cardozo and Northwest Middle Schools 

Time - TBA 

 

 

Ɣ For information regarding dates of School and District Reading Fairs, please contact 

Jeanette Whisenton, JPSD   Reading Fair Coordinator at 601-960-8320 or 

jwhisenton@jackson.k12.ms.us. 
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LITERARY FICTION  
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GRAPHIC ORGANIZER EXAMPLES 

Graphic Organizer Text Pattern Signal Words Description 

 

 

Description 

On, over, beyond, within, like, 

as, among, descriptive 

adjectives, figurative 

language 

Reader should expect the writer to 

tell characteristics. 

1-2-3 
Established 

Sequence 

Numbers, alphabets, days of 

the week, months of the 

year, centuries 

Reader should expect to follow an 

established and known sequence in 

gathering information. 

 

Chronological 

Sequence 

First, second; before, after; 

then, next; earlier, later, last, 

finally; again, in addition to; 

in the beginning/end 

Reader should expect that events 

will be told in order of the time they 

happened. 

 

Comparison 

and Contrast 

While, yet, but, rather, most, 

either, like, unlike, same as, 

on the other hand, although, 

similarly, the opposite of, 

besides, however 

Reader should expect to learn 

similarities and differences. 

 

Cause and 

Effect 

Since, because, thus, so that, 

if…then, therefore, due to, as 

a result, this led to, then…so, 

for this reason, consequently 

Reader should expect to learn the 

effect of one entity on another or 

others; reader should expect to 

learn why this event takes place. 

 

Problem and 

Solution 

All signal words listed for 

cause and effect; propose, 

conclude, the solution is, the 

problem is, research shows, 

a reason for, the evidence is 

that 

Reader should expect to identify a 

problem, predict a solution, and be 

told a solution or solutions; reader 

expects to know why the solution is 

viable. 

 

Question and 

Answer 
Why, what, when, how, why 

Reader should expect to consider a 

question, come up with an answer, 

and verify the answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Combination Any and all 

Writer uses a combination of 

patterns within any one text or 

section of text. 

 

  

 

 



http://www.kidsreads.com/
http://www.arbookfind.com/default.aspx
http://magnolia.msstate.edu/k12/high-poetry.asp
http://web.a.ebscohost.com/novelist/search/novbasic?sid=2a082466-9946-4f9d-b120-4a4b238b4915%40sessionmgr4009&vid=16&hid=4107


http://www.lexile.com/fab/ms


 

15 

 

COPYRIGHT AND PLAGIARISM 
 COPYRIGHT AND FAIR USE 

 

Ɣ 
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FICTION GUIDE 
 

STEP 1: CHOOSE YOUR CATEGORY AND DIVISION 
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STEP 3: PLOT SUMMARY 
 

Do not retell the story! Project is written in the student’s own words and information has not been 

directly copied or plagiarized from any source: websites or books. Be sure to include each of the main 

characters. 

 

Ɣ PK-
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STEP 4: MAIN CHARACTERS 
 

Do not list more than three characters. Write a brief description of each character. Use adjectives to 
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STEP 5: SETTING 
 

There are 2 parts to a book’s setting. You must include both! 

 

Time - 
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STUDENT READING FAIR STORYBOARD PROJECT CHECKLIST 

Literary Fiction | Divisions A-F and J-L 

Student Name 

Book Title 

Grade Division Bilingual (circle one)  Yes     No 

School 
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STUDENT READING FAIR DIGITAL MEDIA PROJECT CHECKLIST 

Literary Fiction | Divisions E, F, K, L 

 

Student Name 

Book Title 

Grade Division Bilingual (circle one)  Yes     No 

School 

School District 

HR Teacher 

All the following must be present on the project 

NOTE: Project is written in the student’s own words and information has not been directly copied or plagiarized from any source: 

websites of books. Copyrighted materials have creator or source credits listed.  
 

 Title  Author  Publisher and Publication Date 

 Plot Summary 

PK-1: Retell through 

writing/drawing/dictating the story 

2-3: Recount the story in a written 

response  

4-12: Summarize the story in a 

written response  

 

 

 

Main Characters 

Only those important to the story 

line 

 Setting 

Place and time of story 

 Conflict 
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NONFICTION GUIDE 
 

STEP 1: CHOOSE YOUR CATEGORY AND DIVISION 
 

Category: Informational Nonfiction Texts (Divisions G-I)  

 

_____ Division G (Grades 3-5)    

 

_____ Division H (Grades 6-8)       

                               

_____ Division I (Grades 9-12)       

 

Note: Division H and I can choose between Storyboard or Digital Media Presentation. 

 

 
 

STEP 2: BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 
 

Use the copyright page to identify the bibliographic information.  

 

Title: Name of the Book. Make sure the title is underlined or use italics if typing.  
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Author: The person who wrote the words or text in a book. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Publisher: The company that printed and distributed the book. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Publication Date: The year the book was published.  
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

STEP 3: TYPE OF INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
 

_____ Discussion   

 

_____ Report       

                               

_____ Explanatory 

 

_____ Opinion/Argument      

                               

_____ Instructional 
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STEP 5: GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS 
 

A graphic organizer is a visual display or picture of information. You must include a graphic organizer 

summarizing the events in the text. Have fun and be creative! Some internet sites that have printable 

graphic organizers are listed below.  

 

Ɣ ReadWriteThink Cube Creator 

www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/cube-creator-30850.html 

 

Ɣ edHelper Graphic Organizers 

edhelper.com/teachers/graphic_organizers.htm 

 

Ɣ Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Education Place 

www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/ 

 

Ɣ Education Oasis Graphic Organizers 

www.educationoasis.com/printables/graphic-organizers/ 

 

 
 

STEP 6: STUDENT-MADE CONNECTIONS 
 

Choose one or more of the following ways you feel connected to the text. 

 

Text - Self: I can identify with this topic, because... 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Text - Text: The text reminds me of the book... 

 

Title of the Book _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Author of the Book 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/cube-creator-30850.html
http://edhelper.com/teachers/graphic_organizers.htm
https://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/
http://www.educationoasis.com/printables/graphic-organizers/
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STEP 7: AUTHOR’S PURPOSE 
 

Why did the author write the book? 

 

_____ To entertain   _____ To inform      

                               

_____ To persuade   _____ A combination of the above      

                                

STEP 8: TOPIC STUDY - GRADES 9-12 ONLY 
 

Recommend another text that has similar or opposing/alternate information on the same topic. (CCR.R.9) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

STEP 9: DESIGN YOUR PRESENTATION 
 

Congratulations! The hard part is over; now, the fun begins!  

 

Ɣ Use a standard tri-
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Ɣ Your text should be easy to read and pleasant to look at. Large, simple fonts and theme colors are 

always your best bet.  

Ɣ Props add interest but must fit in the middle of the display. No items can protrude from the back 

or top of the tri-fold board. Props can be battery-operated, but you cannot use electrical outlets 

and extension cords. Items cannot be alive, valuable, or dangerous.  

Ɣ You do not have to display the book, have props, or dress up.  

Ɣ If creatinf(I)-3n

r912 0 612 444444444444442(a)

1 0 0 0 1 82s G

[<6(e)-3( f) meliva



 

29 

 

STUDENT READING FAIR STORYBOARD PROJECT CHECKLIST 

Informational Nonfiction Text | Divisions G-I 

Student Name 

Book Title 

Grade Division Bilingual (circle one)   Yes     No 

School 

School District 

HR Teacher 

All the following must be present on the project 

NOTE: Project is written in the student’s own words and information has not been directly copied or plagiarized from any source: 

websites of books. Copyrighted materials have creator or source credits listed.  
 

 Title  Author  Publisher and Publication Date 

 Type of Informational Text 

Discussion, Report, Explanatory, 

Opinion/Argument, Instructional 

 

 

 

Text Summary 

3: Recount the main idea and key 

details the text in a written 

response 

4-12: Summarize the text in a 

written response  

 Graphic Organizers 

Capture the main/central idea and/or 

main points important to the text 

 Student Connections 

Text-to-self; text-to-text; and/or 

text-to-world 

 Author’s Purpose 

Identify the main purpose of the 

text (to explain, persuade, describe, 

entertain, and/or answer a 

question) 

 Topic Study 

Recommend another text that has 

similar or opposing/alternate 

information on the same topic 

Grades 9-12 

WRITING 

Ɣ Writing is neat and inviting 

Ɣ Writing is easily understood 

 

CREATIVITY 

Ɣ Project is original 

Ɣ Project demonstrates imagination 

Ɣ Unique materials are used to express ideas 

 

QUALITY OF PROJECT 

Ɣ Project follows the guidelines 

Ɣ Project is durable and will last through several rounds of 

competition without physical support 

THOROUGHNESS OF WRITTEN INFORMATION 

Ɣ 
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STUDENT READING FAIR DIGITAL MEDIA PROJECT CHECKLIST 

Informational Nonfiction Text | Divisions H and I 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 

Argument: A logical way of presenting a belief, conclusion, or stance. Effective arguments are supported by 

reasoning and evidence. 

Author: The originator of any written work. 

Author’s Purpose: An author’s main reason for writing. A writer’s purpose may be to entertain, to inform, to 

persuade, to teach a moral lesson, or to reflect on an experience. An author may have more than one purpose for 

writing. 

Autobiography: A written account of an author’s own life. 

Biography: An account of a person’s life written by another person. 

Cause and Effect: Text structure in which the author presents one or more causes and then describes the resulting 

effects. 

Central Message (central idea): The main idea of a fictional text; the central message may be directly stated or 

implied. 

Comparison and Contrast: Text structure in which the author compares and contrasts two or more similar events, 

topics, or objects. 

Concrete Words and Phrases: Words or phrases used to describe characteristics and/or qualities that can be 

perceived through the senses. 

Conflict: A struggle or clash between opposing characters, forces, or emotions. 

Consumer Reports: Publication that provides reviews and comparisons of consumer products and services based 

on reporting and results from testing. 

Debate: Form of literary conflict demonstrating both sides of an argument. 

Description: Text structure that presents a topic, along with the attributes, specifics, or setting information that 

describes that topic. 

Detail: Fact revealed by the author or speaker that supports the attitude or tone in a piece of poetry or prose. In 

informational texts, details provide information to support the author’s main point. 

Dictating: The process of writing down what someone else has said; a way for a parent or teacher to record a 

child’s ideas when the writing demands surpass the child’s writing skills. 

Editorial: Article presenting the opinion of the editors or publishers. 

Essay: A short piece of writing which is often written from an author's personal point of view. 

Evidence: Supporting information a writer or speaker uses to prove a claim. 

Fantasy: Story employing imaginary characters living in fictional settings where the rules of the real world are 

altered for effect. 

Fiction: Imaginative literary works representing invented rather than actual persons, places, and/or events. 
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Text-to-Self Connection: Linking a topic or situation in the story to a personal experience. 

Text-to-Text Connection: Linking a topic or situation in the story to another book or story. 

Text-to-World Connection: Linking a topic or situation in the story to an event that has occurred in the world, 

environment, or student’s community. 

Theme: Central meaning of a literary work. A literary work can have more than one theme. 

Tone: Describes the writer’s/speaker’s attitude toward a subject, character, or audience conveyed through the 

author’s choice of words and details. Tone can be serious, humorous, sarcastic, objective, etc. 

 

 

 


